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much to our sadness, that some children kept
the gains all the way through their lives and
others were lost because of intervening events.
So we had to ask ourselves what could we do
to make these gains keep going, to make sure
that these children would take the richness and
the vision and the hope and the self-esteem
that they leave this program with and be able
to hold it close and live by it and gain from
it throughout their lives. So I think that that
is a terribly important advance in this program
that will help not only the children but their
parents.

Well, this is in some ways maybe the biggest
part of the lifetime learning program we’ve been
pushing, all of us, through the Congress with
remarkable bipartisan support: the Goals 2000
program to establish national standards for our
public schools and to erase the difference be-
tween academic learning and skill training; the
school-to-work program to help those young
people who don’t go on to 4-year colleges but
do need greater skills; now, the reemployment
program that we’re going to try to develop out
of the unemployment system, recognizing that
most people don’t get their old jobs back. But
today we begin where our parents always told
us we ought to begin, at the beginning.

And this is a wonderful day, I say again, a
tribute to those whose vision made it possible
29 years ago, a tribute to those who have

worked on these significant, dramatic improve-
ments today, a tribute to the parents and the
students who have proven by their statements
today and the lives they have lived that together
we really are one community and we can pull
together and help each other in ways that make
us all better people, better citizens, and later,
better parents.

Thank you all, and God bless you.
Now, let me tell you what’s going to happen.

This is Brian Rivera; he’s 5 years old. He’s the
best dressed man here. [Laughter] And I’m
going to ask him to join me with the congres-
sional leadership; we don’t have room here for
all the Members who are here. I would like
for Senator Kennedy, Senator Kassebaum, Sen-
ator Mitchell, and Congressman Ford, Congress-
man Goodling to come up here and stand be-
hind me. And as they come, I’d like for all
the Members of Congress who are here to stand
and be applauded by the rest of us, because
without them this would not have happened.
Please stand up. [Applause]

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Dr. Ansel Johnson, former Head
Start student, and Jeanne Kendall, parent of a
former Head Start student. S. 2000, approved
May 18, was assigned Public Law No. 103–252.

Statement on Signing the Human Services Amendments of 1994
May 18, 1994

Twenty-nine years ago today, President Lyn-
don Johnson announced a program of hope for
our Nation’s most vulnerable children and their
families, a program designed to give children
a true ‘‘Head Start.’’

I am particularly pleased that many of those
who helped launch Head Start could join us
today to witness the fruits of their vision and
see the faces of those who entered Head Start
programs in that first summer of 1965. They
represent more than 13 million children and
families whose lives have been touched by this
great program.

It is with tremendous pride that I help turn
the next page in the distinguished history of

Head Start by signing S. 2000, legislation that
sets forth a bold new agenda for the future
of the Head Start program. Over the years,
Head Start has been successful in improving
the lives of low-income children and their fami-
lies by providing health and social services and
education. These comprehensive services have
changed numerous lives and contributed to a
stronger future for our Nation.

I am particularly pleased that this legislation,
which authorizes a wide array of human services
programs, is the product of extraordinary bipar-
tisan cooperation. This effort began last June
when Secretary Shalala announced the establish-
ment of the Advisory Committee on Head Start
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Quality and Expansion. Its groundbreaking re-
port set forth a blueprint for creating a 21st
century Head Start and laid the foundation for
the landmark legislation that we celebrate today.

This legislation seeks to re-energize the Head
Start program for generations to come. Through
this legislation, strong new efforts will be made
to improve the quality of Head Start programs,
and an important new initiative will be launched
to provide Head Start services to families with
children under age three. Services will be tai-
lored to meet the needs of today’s families, and
creative partnerships will be forged with other
key programs at the State and local level.

Head Start reminds us that our country can-
not afford to waste its young or ignore their

families. We must value every child and help
every parent succeed. Head Start creates the
sense of community that all of us need in our
lives. The dedication of thousands of volunteers,
staff, and parents helps create the special rela-
tionship that defines the Head Start program.
Head Start is indeed a celebration of human
diversity and creativity.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 18, 1994.

NOTE: S. 2000, approved May 18, was assigned
Public Law No. 103–252.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting
May 18, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Communications Act

of 1934, as amended (47 U.S.C. 396(i)), I trans-
mit herewith the Annual Report of the Corpora-
tion for Public Broadcasting for Fiscal Year 1993
and the Inventory of the Federal Funds Distrib-
uted to Public Telecommunications Entities by

Federal Departments and Agencies: Fiscal Year
1993.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 18, 1994.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the
National Endowment for the Humanities
May 18, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
It is my pleasure to present to you the twenty-

eighth annual report of National Endowment
for the Humanities (NEH). In terms of breadth
and number of projects funded, this agency is
the largest grant-making entity for the human-
ities in the country. The Endowment supports
scholars, teachers, and students in their research
and studies, and provides funds for projects such
as documentary films and museum exhibitions
that reach a large general audience. These hu-
manities activities strengthen the cultural re-
sources of the nation and provide insight into

the problems that face our increasingly complex
society.

In addition to direct federal support of the
humanities, NEH programs have stimulated pri-
vate contributions, to date almost $1.3 billion
in matching gift funds. The Endowment also
requires grantees in most programs to commit
their own funds for part of the project costs.
The NEH support of a project is highly re-
spected and often attracts additional funding
from other sources.

The country can be proud of the role the
Endowment has played as a catalyst for the sup-
port of excellent humanities scholarship and
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